Figures 1-3. Chatham Albatross Thalassarche eremita, at sea off Cape Point, South Africa, 27 May 2001 (Peter Ryan 
videograbs) 
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Un Albatros des Chatham Thalassarche eremita a été vu près d'un chalutier au large du Cap, Afrique 
du Sud, le 27 mai 2001. Ceci constitue la première observation documentée en Afrique, en dehors de 
l'Océan Pacifique, d'une espèce considérée comme ‘Gravement menacée d’extinction’ par BirdLife 


International. 


he advent of regular pelagic trips off Cape Town 

has demonstrated several pelagic seabirds to be 
more common than previously thought, and has now 
confirmed a new species for the African list. On 27 
May 2001, an adult Chatham Albatross Thalassarche 
eremita was found scavenging behind a trawler c50 km 
south-west of Cape Point. It was initially located on 
the water less than 20 m away, squabbling over fish 
scraps among a group of Shy T. cauta and Black- 
browed T. melanophrys albatrosses. 

It was easily identified by virtue of its dark, uni- 
form grey head (with a slightly paler fore-crown) and 
striking yellow bill. From close range, there was an 
obvious dark spot at the tip of the lower mandible. In 
flight it showed the largely white underwing and dark 
‘thumb-print’ characteristic of all species within the 
Shy Albatross (sensu lato) complex. Settling again, it 
was easily located, even at long range, by its very dark 
grey head. The bird was flushed twice, then disap- 
peared among a huge group of birds and was not 
relocated, despite spending more than an hour at the 
trawler. Other albatrosses present included a few 
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatrosses T. [chlororhynchos] 
bassi and one Northern Royal Albatross Diomedea 
sanfordi. 

The Chatham Albatross record swiftly follows the 
first well-substantiated reports of Salvin’s Albatross T. 
salvini off South Africa’. Chatham Albatross is the 
most distinctive of the Shy Albatross complex. Mostert 


44 — Bull ABC Vol 9 No 1 


Kriek reported one near a trawler off the Cape on 8 
October 1993, but the record has not been submitted 
to the national rarities committee. Chatham Albatross 
breeds on Pyramid Rock, a stack off the Chatham 
Islands, east of New Zealand, and migrates across the 
South Pacific to winter off the west coast of South 
America, between Chile and Peru. This record is the 
first to be documented outside the Pacific Ocean’. 
With a population of 5,333 breeding pairs, it is one of 
the rarest albatrosses and is listed by BirdLife Interna- 
tional as Critical’. 
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Birds of Africa Vol 1 places all Thalassarche species 
in Diomedea. Both Chatham and Salvin’s Albatrosses 
are treated as races (eremita and salvini respectively) 
of Shy Albatross Diomedea cauta. Eds. 


Discoveries 


